










Chairman Fink Opened a public hearing at 7:23 PM 

Julie O'Neill owner of 135 Lakes Lane came forward. Ms. O'Neill explained 
that where she lives on Lakes Lane is not directly impacted by the zone 
change, but she is still part of the neighborhood and she would like to see it 
continue to stay as a neighborhood. She pointed out that Wallace Events has 
already expanded several times on Commerce Park. She is concerned about 
the impact that a zone change will have on all the residents of Lakes Lane and 
mentioned concerns about the existing non-conforming use. 

Mr. Fink clarified that the non-conforming use (a warehouse owned by 
Sinclair Properties LLC) located on Lakes Lane was a use that was previously 
allowed. It is not an allowed use in the Neighborhood Zone now, but it is 
grandfathered in. 

Brian Richardson of Town Hill was next to speak. Mr. Richardson explained 
the property he owns on Lakes Lane would be directly affected by the zone 
change. He is concerned that changing to the Urban Zone could result in a lot 
of commercial development. He went on to say that, once the zone is changed 
the applicants can do whatever they like with the property regardless of their 
good intentions. If the applicant chose to sell the property, they would have no 
control over what happens to it and anything could be put in. 

Howard Carter of 110 Lakes Lane was next to approach the board. Mr. Carter 
owns a home across from the proposed zone change. Mr. Carter stated that 
once the property is rezoned the applicant could do whatever they like with the 
property. Mr. Carter said that when he retired from the military he moved here 
because of the peaceful environment and neighborhood. He continued to say 
that they currently have a peaceful quiet neighborhood that they do not want to 
see changed. Mr. Carter said the business already creates a lot of noise. 

John and Belinda Albee of 36 Lakes Lane were next to address their concerns. 
Their property is Located directly across from the proposed project. Mr. Albee 
stated that they can hear the noise from business operations 7 days a week. Mr. 
Albee informed the board that they are not against Wallace Events and he 
believes they are a wonderful business that does a lot for the community. 
However, if they were to build housing on Lakes Lane how could it be 
guaranteed that this would not cause an increase of traffic? He also has 
concerns over the condition of the road. Mr. Albee stated that Ellsworth has 
become a business-orientated area. He is concerned about the effect housing 
may have on property taxes. He continued in regards to the unsafe intersection 
of Lakes Lane and Route 1. Mrs. Albee mentioned that city water and sewer 
are not available on Lakes Lane for commercial property use. Mr. Albee 
voiced more concerns over traffic issues and road conditions and stated that 
they would like to see their neighborhood stay a neighborhood. 

Stan Pelletier a resident of Lakes Lane came forward. Mr. Pelletier stated that 
the residents of Lakes Lane have chosen the area to raise their children and 
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settle there. He feels that changing the zone to Urban is almost comical 
because he lives in the woods at the edge of town. He reiterated that Wallace 
Events is a good company and they are good neighbors. He feels this would 
change the makeup of the neighborhood. He wishes Wallace Events the best 
with their business, but he would prefer that they not be in his front yard. 

Sean Sweeney, owner of 74 Lakes Lane approached the board. Mr. Sweeney 
bought his house 2 years ago because of the quiet location. He informed the 
board that he owns land on both sides of the road resulting in the zone change 
directly affecting his property. He is concerned about the allowed uses in the 
Urban Zone and the impact that may have on the already non-conforming 
property on Lakes Lane. Mr. Sweeney said he likes the peaceful neighborhood 
and the quiet area. 

Eleanor Richardson of Town Hill owns property on Lakes Lane. Mrs. 
Richardson gave an example of how a small brewery went in next to her home 
in Town Hill. The brewery was supposed to be a small establishment. Mrs. 
Richardson explained that the business expanded significantly. They put in a 
restaurant, have outdoor amplified music, and at times she can smell the 
discharge that is produced from the business. The business has to drill a 
second well to supply water. The second well caused the water table to drop 
200 feet. Mrs. Richardson said they originally bought the property because it 
is on a dead end street. She urges the residents to be aware that ifthe zone 
changes all bets are off and they can do what they wish. 

Fred Berry of 109 Lakes Lane was next to speak. Mr. Berry is a 26 year 
resident of Lakes Lane. Mr. Berry explained that the road cannot handle any 
additional traffic. He said that Wallace Events is a fantastic business that is 
great for the city of Ellsworth. He just does not think that the Urban Zone 
should be extended to Lakes Lane. 

Mr. Fink reiterated to the audience that the Planning Board's role is to make a 
positive or negative recommendation to the City Council. The City Council 
has the authority to make the actual decision whether to change the zone or 
not. He advised the residents that it would be in their best interest to attend any 
Council meetings relating to this issue. 

Chairman Fink closed the public hearing at 7:58 PM 

Mr. Spencer approached the board, addressed the audience, and withdrew the 
proposal to change the zone. Mr. Taylor explained that they still intend to 
purchase the land, but will do so under the current zoning. 

5.) Signing of Mylars 
There were no Mylars to be signed. 

6.) Adjournment Vote to adjourn at 
8:02 PM 
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Vice-Chairman John DeLeo made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
Secretary Roger Lessard seconded the motion, and it passed 
unanimously (5-0). The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM. 
Minutes prepared by: Kerri Taylor, Development Services Coordinator 
Minutes approved by Ellsworth Planning Board on December 4, 2019. 

/Jc;-~ 0.-1 '" 
D~te / 

/· / /'}A~ /µ,e ,, , .,.--~ 
v· Roger Lessard, Secretary 

Ellsworth Planning Board 

Agendas and 
minutes posted on 
the city of 
Ellsworth's website: 

A video transcript 
of this meeting is 
also available on 
YouTube. 
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